
1 Corinthians 8
Having a Sensitive Conscience



Matthew 17:24-27
When they had come to Capernaum, those who received the temple tax 
came to Peter and said, “Does your Teacher not pay the temple tax?”
25He said, “Yes.” And when he had come into the house, Jesus anticipated 
him, saying, “What do you think, Simon? From whom do the kings of the 
earth take customs or taxes, from their sons or from strangers?” 
26Peter said to Him, “From strangers.” Jesus said to him, “Then the sons 
are free.
27Nevertheless, lest we offend them, go to the sea, cast in a hook, and 
take the fish that comes up first. And when you have opened its mouth, 
you will find a piece of money; take that and give it to them for Me and 
you.”



I. Consider Your Own Attitude.
(8:1-3)

A. Puffed up Christians.

B. "Knowledge puffs up, but love edifies." (V.1)



II. Consider Your Brother's Knowledge.
(8:4-8)

A. The Christian life and the Word of God.
Colossians 2:16-23: V.16: So let no one judge you in food or in drink, or 

regarding a festival or a new moon or Sabbaths… 

V.20, Therefore, if you died with Christ from the basic principles of the 
world, why, as though living in the world, do you subject yourselves to 
regulation…according to the commandments and doctrines of men?

V23- These things indeed have an appearance of wisdom in self-imposed 
religion, false humility, and neglect of the body, but are of no value 
against the indulgence of the flesh.

B. Paul clearly states that idols are not real.
Romans 14:14, I know and am convinced by the Lord Jesus 

that there is nothing unclean of itself; but to 
him who considers anything to be unclean, 
to him it is unclean.



III. Consider Your Brother's Conscience.
(8:9-11)

A. Our own Conscience is our inner judge.

Romans 2:15; who show the work of the law written in their 
hearts, their conscience also bearing witness…

Heb. 9:14, how much more shall the blood of Christ, who through 
the eternal Spirit offered Himself without spot to God, cleanse 
your conscience from dead works to serve the living God?

Heb. 10:22, let us draw near with a true heart in full assurance of 
faith, having our hearts sprinkled from an evil conscience and 
our bodies washed with pure water.



III. Consider Your Brother's Conscience.
(8:9-11)

B. The new Christian, or untaught Christian.

- weak conscience.  V. 7; V. 10; & V. 12

C. Paul takes up this same principle later (10:25-33).

Chapter10:33, 

just as I also please all men in all things, not seeking my own profit, 
but the profit of many, that they may be saved.



IV. Consider Christ.  
(8:12-13)

A. It's not about YOU!

Matt. 17:27, "Lest we should cause them to stumble." 

1 Cor. 8:13- Therefore, if food makes my brother stumble, I will 
never again eat meat, lest I make my brother stumble.

Chapter 10: 24: "Let no one seek his own, but each one the 
other’s well-being."


